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8 January 2020 
Dear Minister, 
 
I write to thank you and your officials for appearing before the Delegated Powers and 
Law Reform Committee on Tuesday, 17 December 2019. The Committee very much 
appreciated the information you provided on a number of issues relevant to the 
Committee’s work. I have set out below the main points on which you offered to 
come back to the Committee with further information. 
 
Budget Bill 
The Committee asked about the volume of SSIs expected in this parliamentary year 
and whether any prioritisation would be necessary. 
 
You noted that there were a number of factors that may impact on whether further 
prioritisation would be required. One of these was the unknown of the Budget Bill. 
The Committee welcomes your offer to update the Committee on discussions in 
relation to the Budget Bill and how this may impact on its workload.  
 
Recent Increase in Instruments Engaging Significant Reporting Grounds 
The Committee welcomed the decrease in serious reporting grounds in the 
parliamentary year 2018-19 but noted an increase in these grounds in recent weeks. 
The Committee welcomes your intention to look into this increase.  
 
Social Security Instruments 
The Committee noted the high number of instruments stemming from the delegated 
powers in the Social Security (Scotland) Act 2018 and asked how the Scottish 
Government was ensuring that the Social Security Committee has all of the 
information it requires to scrutinise this increased volume. 



 

 

 
 
   

 
The Committee is grateful for your commitment to talk to the Cabinet Secretary for 
Social Security and Older People to discuss whether any issues have arisen as a 
result of this increase. 
 
Historic Commitments 
The Committee asked about the Government’s plans to meet the remaining historic 
commitments. You indicated that the Government plan to meet all of these by March 
2021. The Committee welcomes this, and your commitment to continue to write to 
the Committee with updates as progress is made. 
 
Consolidation of Council Tax Reduction (Scotland) Regulations 2012 
Finally, the Committee asked for an update on any plans to consolidate the above 
regulations to address a long-standing Committee concern. You indicated that there 
were no plans to consolidate these regulations and that the steps taken to ensure 
the regulations are clear and accessible have been particularly welcomed by one 
council. You agreed to let the Committee know which council had provided this 
feedback on the regulations. The Committee would be grateful for this information. 
 
The Committee would be pleased to welcome you back to the Committee to discuss 
these issues in due course. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
Convener of the Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee 
 
 
 
 


